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NATIONAL ELECTION STUDY
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Interview's Introduction

I come from Dehi-from the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies. (or give reference

of your university). We are sudying the L ok Sabha el ections and interviewing thousands of ordinary
voters from different parts of the country. The findings of these interviews will be used to writein
books and newspapers without giving any respondent’s name. It has no connection with any
politica party or government. | need your co-operation to ensure the success of our study. Kindly
pare some time to answer my questions.

I nterview begins

1.

la

1b.

1c.

Q3.

While taking to people about the recent eections to the Lok Sabha, we find that some
people were able to vote and some were not ableto vote. How about you ? Were you able
to vote or not? 2Yes 1.No

(If yes) Whom did you votefor? Please mark your preference on thisdip and put in thisbox.
(Supply the pink dummy ballot and explain the procedure) Ballot No.

FOR MAHARASTRA, ANDHRA PRADESH, KARNATAKA

Andwhat about the assembly e ections-- who did you votefor? Please mark your preference
onthisdipand putinthisbox. (Supply the blue dummy ballot and explain the procedure)
Ballot No.

(If voted) After you cast your vote did they put amark on your finger? (Examinethe mark
and record.)

2. Mark found 1. Mark not found 3. Mark removed/disappear ed
What wasthe reason for whom you voted in thisdection?(Recor d verbatim in respondents
own language as close to respondents words.)

(If voted) When did you findly make up your mind about who to vote for? (Read out the
options 1to 4)

1 Onthe polling day 4 Beforethe campaign
2 A few daysbefore polling 8 Can’'t say
3 Assoon asthe candidates wer e announced 9 Not Applicable(If not voted)
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S5a

fa.

10.

11.

12.

While voting, do you give more importance to the party, to the candidate, to your caste
community or to something else?

1. Candidate 2. Party 3. Cagte community

4. Something else 8. Can't Say
Now | will talk about the 1998 L ok Sabhadection. Wereyou ableto vote or not?(Distinguish
from the Assembly Election held in same year in Rajasthan, Delhi and M.P.)

2.Yes 1. No 8. Don’t Remember
(If yes) Who did you vote for? (Supply the yellow dummy ballot and explain the
procedure) Ballot No.

What isyour assessment of thework done by the central government (in Delhi) inthelast one
and ahdf years. Are you satisfied, somewhat satisfied, or not at al satisfied?

1. Not at all satisfied. 2. Somewhat satisfied

3. Very Satisfied 8.Can't Say/D.K.
Who would you prefer as the next Prime Minister?
(Record the name and consult the code book)
Inyour view what should the new government attend to on priority basis? Please mention 2-
3 most important items. (Record verbatim in respondents own language)
*1.
*2.
*3.
Inthelast few yearsthree governmentswereformed. Firgt it was Congressgovt. of Narsmhma
Rao’ sthen it was UF govt. of Devegowda sand Gujrd’ sand thenthe BJPdliance sVgpayee' s
government. When you compare the work done by them, which govt. does you liked the
best? 1. Congress 2.BJPanditsallies 3. UF

4. No Difference 8.Can’'t say/D.K.
After the eection results, which party or dliance would you prefer form the Government a
the Centre? (Recor d exactly and consult the code book)
Now | would liketo know your opinion about the codlition government. Some peoplebelieve
that thereisno harm in codition govt. Othersbdievethat in specia circumstancesthereisno
dternative to it. While, for others, coalition governments are not good for the country in any
case. What isyour opinion in this regard?

1. Thereisnothingwrongin it

2. Acceptable only in special circumstances

3. No coalition govt. in any case

8 Can’'t say/D.K
Do you think your vote has effect on how things are run in this country or you think your vote
makes no difference?

3 Haseffect 2 Others (Specify)

1 Makesno difference 8 D.K./Can't Say
Now let us tak about the campaign during this eection. How interested were you in the
election campaign this year- great ded, somewhat or not a dl ?

3 Great deal 2 Somewhat 1 Not at all




13.

14.

14a.

15.

15a

15b.

16.

17.
17a

17b.

During the eections people participate in various activities. Did you participate any such
activities stated below during the recent eection campaign?
Statements Yes No

a Attended in any eection mesting? 2 1
b. Helped organize mesetings? 2 1
c. Joined processions? 2 1
d. Participated in door to door canvassing? 2 1
e. Contributed or collected money? 2 1
f. Didributed eection lesflets? 2 1
Did any candidate, party work or canvasser cometo your house during the campaign to ask
for your votes?
2 Yes 1 No

(1T yes) For which party or candidate?(Record first threein order mentioned and consult
code book)

1. 2.

3. 99. Inapplicable(If noin Q.14)
Have you heard of the recent battle* in Kargil? 2 Yes 1 No

(* Do not use the word war while trandating)
(If Yes) Are you satisfied with the government’ s action on Kargil issue?

2 Satisfied 1 Not satisfied

8 Can’'t Say/DK 9 Inapplicable
Did this battle affect your decison of who to vote for?

1 Has effected 2 Not effected

8 Can’'t Say/DK 9 Inapplicable

Let us now tak about the work done by Vgpayee s government during last one and a half
years. | would read out some statements to which you may agree or disagree. Pleasetell me
about each one whether you agree or disagree? In this governments rule:-

Statement Agree NoOpinion Disagree
a. Prices have increased than before 3 2 1
b. Corruption has come down than before. 3 2 1
c. Nation's security has deteriorated 3 2 1
d. Hindu Mudim brotherhood has gone up. 3 2 1
e. Injustice has been done to the Chrigtians 3 2 1
f. Ordinary people life and property are safer 3 2 1
now than before
Have you heard of Sonia Gandhi? 2 Yes 1 No 8Can’t Say/D.K.
(If Yes) Do you think she is good/gppropriate for the post of Prime Minister?
2 Yes 1 No 9 Inapplicable

(If No in 17a) Why do you think sheis not good/appropriate for the post of P.M.?
1 Inexperiencein politics 2. Poor leader ship

3 Foreign Origin 4. Poor communication skill/L anguageHandicapp
5. Sheisawoman 6. Any Other
8. DK/Can’t say 9. Inapplicable (If yesin 17a)



18.
18a.
19.
19a
20.
20a.

20b.

20c.
21.

22.

23.

23a.

Isthere any political party you fed closeto? 2 Yes 1 No
(If yes) Whichisthat party? (Record Exactly and use code book.)
Isthere any political party for which you will never vote ?2 Yes 1 No
(If yes) Whichisthat party? (Record Exactly and use code book.)
Areyou amember of any Political Party?2 Yes 1 No
(If Yes) Which party? (Use code book.)
(If No) Were you ever amember of any politicd paty? 2 Yes 1 No
(If Yesin 20b) Which party? (Use code book.)
People are generally concerned about what governments do—some are more concerned
about what the Central government in Delhi does, while others are more concerned with
what the state government does. How about you? Are you more concerned about what the
government in Delhi does or about what the (name the State government) does?
1 Interested in neither 2 State Government 3 Both
4 Central Government 5 Other (Specify)

Now | will talk about some specific issues on which different people have different opinions.
I will read out some statements to which you may agree or disagree.
Doyou agreethat............

Statements Agree  NoOpinion Disagree
a.  One should vote the way one's 3 2 1

caste community votes.

Do you agree or disagree?
b. Indiashould make more effortsto 3 2 1

deveop friendly rdaions with

Pakistan. Do you.....
c. Weshould beloyd to our own 3 2 1

region first and then to India

d. Foreign companies should not be 3 2 1
dlowed freetrade in India

e. Country should increase spending 3 2 1
on army even if it increases the
burden on ordinary people.

f.  Waristheonly solution to Indo- 3 2 1
Pakistan problem. Do you.....

g. Onthe Ste where Babri Magid 3 2 1
was Stuated only Ram temple
should be build. Do you.....

Have you heard about the nuclear/atomic bomb test in Pokhran/Rajasthan conducted last

year by Indian Government? 2 Yes 1 No
(If yes) In your view was the Govt’ s decision to make atomic bomb judtified ?
3. Approve 2 Disapprove 1 No opinion 8 Not applicable
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24. Do you read newspaper? 2 Yes 1 No
24a. (If yes) How often—egularly, sometimes or rarely?

3 Regularly 2 Sometimes 1 Rarey 9 Inapplicable
*24b. (If regular or sometimes) Which newspaper do you read ?
25. Doyou ligen to Radio? 2 Yes 1 No
25a. (If yes) How often—egularly, sometimes or rarely?

3 Regularly 2 Sometimes 1 Rarely 9 Inapplicable
26. Do you weach Televison? 2 Yes 1 No
26a. (If yes) How often—egularly, sometimes or rarely?

3 Regularly 2 Sometimes 1 Rarely 9 Inapplicable

27. Which source did you trust most this time for election related news-Newspaper, Radio or
TV. (Use geometric codes)
0 None 1 Newspaper 2 Radio 4TV
28. Election Commisson dlotted timeto every Paliticad Party for campagning on DoorDarshan
and Radio. How many of these telecast/broadcast have you seen and heard.
0 None 1 Some(one-two) 2 Many (morethan two) 8 D.K./Can't say
29. Thistime newspapers and magazines carried severd surveysto estimate which party will get
how many seatsin this eection. Did you read it or hear about it?

1 Read 2 Heard 3 Neither read nor heard 8 DK.
29a (If read or heard) Where did you first read or heard?
1 Newspaper 2 Radio 3TV
4 Hear say 8 DK/Can't say 9 Inapplicable
29b Was your voting decison influenced by it?
2 Yes 1 No 8 D.K./Can't say 9 Inapplicable

*29c. (If yes) In what way? (Record Exactly)

30. Now | will read the names of some 30a. (If yes) How is their reationship with
Countries. Have you heard the name India= Friend, Neither friend nor enemy
of these countries? or enemy

Yes No Friend  Neither Enemy
I.  Nepa 2 1 3 2 1
ii. America 2 1 3 2 1
jii. Pakistan 2 1 3 2 1
iv. Bangladesh 2 1 3 2 1
v. China 2 1 3 2 1
vi. SilLanka 2 1 3 2 1
vi. Russa 2 1 3 2 1

31. Thereisquite abit of talk these days about different socid classes. Some people say they
belong to the middle class, others say they belong to the labour class, yet others say they do
not belong to either of these classes but to some other class? Now thinking of people
like you, to which class would you say you belong?

1 Middleclass 2 Labour class 8 Other (Specify)

32.  Who do you think ismogt likely to win from your parliamentary condituency?

(Record exact party or candidate and consult party code)




BACKGROUND DATA

1. Do you worship (Puja/lNamaz/Ardas etc.)? 2 Yes 1 No
la. (If Yes) How often\
4 Dally 3 Once aweek
2 Occasondly 1 Only during festivas 8D.K./Can't say
2. Age (in completed years) Note: You may record in local
3. Gender : 1. Mae 2. Femde measure but must convert
A Marita Status itin ACRE before codeing
1. Unmarried 2. Married 3. Divorced/separated 4. Widowed etc.
5.  Levd of Education (Record exactly and consult code book)
. Totd land (in Acres)
Ga. Irrigated land (inAcres)

7. What is’has been the main occupation of the respondent”? (Record exactly and consult code
book) (If retired, try to ascertain his/her previous occupation)

8.  (If respondent is not the main earner) Main occupation of the main earner of the family
(Record exactly and consult code book)

8a. Naure of employment
1. Govt./Public sector 2. Organised Private sector
3. Un-organised sector 4. Sdf employed 9. Not ascertained
9. Exact Caste/Jdti-biradari/Tribe, name (Probe further, if R mentions ambiguous sur-
name) (Consult code book)
9a. Cagte group (Ascertain and Consult SC/ST/OBC list for the state)
1 SC 2 ST 3 OBC 4 Others
10. Rdigion:1 Hindu 2 Mudim 3 Chrisian 4 Sikh
5 Buddhigt 6 Jan 7 Pars 8 Other (Specify)
11. Locdity: 1Village 2 Town 3 City (5,00,000+)
11a (If Town/City) Type of house where R lives (own or rented)
1 House/Fat/Bunglow 2 House/Hat with 3 or 4 bedroomswith 5 or morebedrooms
3House/Hat with 2 bedrooms 4 Houses/Hat with 2 Puccarooms
5House with 1 Puccaroom 6 Mainly Kutcha house 7 Sumv/Jhuggi Jhopri
11b. (If village) Type of House where R lives (own or rented)
1 Pucca (both wall and roof made of pucca materid)
2 Pucca-K utcha (Either wall or roof is made of puccamaterial and other of kutcha material)
3Kutcha (both wal and roof are made of kutcha materid other than materids mentioned in
category 4)
4 Hut (both wall and roof made of grass, leaves, mud, un-burnt brick orbamboo)
12. Haveyou got voter's photo identity card?

1 No card, not photographed 2 Photographed but card not issued
3 Card issued but defective 4Yes, R has proper card
5 Card issued but lost 6 Any other (Specify)



13.  Which languages can you Understand, spesk, read and write [Record in exact sequence
as respondent replied, write the name of the language and put 3 in the relevant
box(9)]

Language: 1.Understand 2. Speak 4. Read 8. Write

14. Do you or your family own the followings-

a House/Hat 2Yes 1 No
b. Car/Jeep 2Yes 1No
c. Tractor 2Yes 1No
d. Twowheder 2Yes 1 No
e. Coour T.V. 2Yes 1 No
f. BWTV. 2Yes 1 No
g. Pumping set/tubewd| 2Yes 1No
h. Fridge 2Yes 1No
i.  Washing machine 2Yes 1No
j. Teephone 2Yes 1No
k. Cooking gas 2Yes 1No
[. Bicyde 2Yes 1No
Not to be asked

Dateof interview Interviewer’ sName

Name of Respondent S.No. on Electora Rall

State PC Name

AC Name PS Name

Official No. of P.S.

Paceof Interview: 1 R'shome 2 R's place of work 3 Public place



