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Hello,

The efforts at Lokniti over the last month
have been directed towards the
organisation and documentation of data
collected during past surveys.

Members of the Lokniti network were also
involved in organizing and also
participated in several seminars and
conferences. Details of the same are given
further in the newsletter.

With the Women’s Reservation Bill
scheduled to be tabled in early March in
the legislative houses, debate regarding
the proposed constitutional amendment
was widespread. A brief summary of the
arguments for and against the bill have
also been included in this issue.

Thank you

Vanita L. Falcao




% Tabling of Women’s Reservation
Bill

The 108th Constitutional Amendment
Bill, also know as the Women’s
Reservation Bill (WRB) that seeks to
reserve 33% of seats for women in the
legislative houses (at the centre and
states) is currently being widely debated.

The WRB first introduced in Parliament
in 1996 by the United Front government
as the 81st Constitutional Amendment
Bill has been a contentious issue for over
a decade now.

The general arguments in favour of the
WRB are:

I. A “critical mass’ of women in the
legislative houses will provide a
political space as well as
assertion of their voice, in turn
facilitating their political
mobilization.

ii. It will remedy the issue of
women having being generally
left out by political parties.

iii.  Essentialist argument i.e. since
women are less aggressive and
more concerned about common
good, the sizeable presence of
women in the legislatures will
lead to a change in the manner of
functioning of the house.

The above arguments are contested by
those who:

i. question the primacy of a
persons gender identity, and if it
takes precedence or can be
divorced from one’s socio-
economic-political identity and
interests.

ii. doubt the effectiveness of the
quota system as a means of
affirmative action. As well as
those who raise concerns about
the dangers of nepotism that will
be compounded by such an act.

iii. disagree with the distinction
made between same treatment
and equal treatment.

iv. support a “quota within quota”
system i.e. the provision for
some of the seats already
reserved for women being
further reserved for OBC
women, Muslim women etc...
to enable them to reap the
benefits of the reservation too.

Most major political parties such as
Congress, BJP and CPI(M), are in favour
of the bill. However, its passage has
been stalled due to stiff opposition by
parties such as Samajwadi Party (SP),
Rashtriya Janta Dal (RJD), Bahujan
Samaj Party(BSP) and (by some in the)
Janta Dal(U) - who are raising the
“quota within quota” demand. Being a
constitutional amendment bill a two-
third majority in favour of the WRB is
required for its successful passage.

The government tabled the WRB in the
Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha on the
8th of March with the hope that the
passage would coincide with the
commemoration of International
Women’s Day, however the disruption
of proceedings by some members of
both houses resulted in the adjournment
of the house. It is yet to be seen if the
fourteen year long stalemate surrounding
this bill will be broken or not.



¢+ 9th Issue of Shodharthy Released

The 9th issue of ‘Shodharthy’ - a special
issue on contemporary political thinkers
was released in Kanpur on the 30th of
January. The volume was released by the
Central Minister Pradeep Jain Aditya,
Minister of State for Rural Development
at the XVIII"™ Convention of the Uttar
Pradesh Political Science Association.

The issue was also released at Vardhman
Mahaveer Open University, Kota,
Rajasthan on 24th February 2010, as well

as at Mohanlal Sukhadia Unlver3|ty, Udaipur on 6th March, 2010.

The issue discusses the works of political philosophers such as - Bernstein, Gramsci,
Hannah Arendt, Simon de Beauvoir, Macpherson, Rawls, Foucault, Habermas, Walzer
and Nozick.

This issue was prepared in consultation with Prof. Sanjay Palshikar, Central University,
Hyderabad, Prof. Sanjeeb Mukerjee, Calcutta University, Kolkata and Prof. Leela Ram
Gurjar, Kota Open University, Kota.

The latest version of Shodharty has incorporated recommendations of the committee that
was set up to review the journal. This committee comprised of Dr. Ujjwal Singh, Delhi
University, Dr. Ashutosh Kumar, Punjab University, Prof. R.R. Jha, Benaras Hindu
University, Prof. Leela Ram Gurjar, Kota Open University, and Shri Arun Vardhan,

formerly with Navbharat Times, Delhi.

+«+ Seminar on State of Democracy in North-East India

A three day national seminar on “State
of Democracy in North-East India” was
organized by the Department of Political
Science, Gauhati University, Assam
from the 25th-27th February 2010. The
seminar was sponsored by the Special
Assistance Programme in collaboration
with Indian Council of Social Science
Research (ICSSR) and North-Eastern
Regional Centre (NERC). The objective
of the seminar was to assess the
contribution of the State in deepening
and extending democracy in the socio-

economic sphere. The broad themes
discussed were:

i. Democracy and Institutional
Legitimacy

ii. Democratic Representation and
Practice

iii. Democracy as an Area of
Participation

iv.  Democracy,
Conflict

v.  Quality of Governance

Ethnicity  and

A total of 28 papers were presented and
discussed at the seminar.
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