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EDITORIAL
Dear friends of Lokniti,

The entire Lokniti team in Delhi would like to wish eech one of
you a hgopy and, an intelectudly and academicdly fulfilling
year ahead.

As the year ended, the Indian politicd sysem found itsdf
embroiled in much controversy, interesting among these were the
two ging operations on the MPs. The ging operations invarigbly
raised a hornets nest and brought to the fore discusson about the
ethics of such under cover operations to the misuse of the
Miniser of Paliament Locd Area Devdopment (MPLAD)
scheme and the cash for queries scam that indicated the new
depths to which political corruption had sunk. Ironicdly, earlier
this month, a a politicd didogue hdd in Hyderabad, smilar
issues had come up for discusson. Former MLAs and civil
society groups dike, agreed that the MPLAD scheme was a fraud
and that since the MPs knew little about their vast condituency,
the MPLAD scheme went to those who get a recommendation
from those close to the MPs. The MPLAD scheme should
therefore be scrapped, for it is a gross misuse of hundreds of
crores of rupees from the public exchequer.

With best wishes,

Lillian D’ Costa
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‘STATE OF DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH ASIA’

The five country co-ordinators, the three principd investigators
of the SDSA project, representative of Internationa IDEA and
others held a meeting in Oxford from 17" to 19" December ' 05.
This meding was held to review the chapters of the flagship
report. The meeting was an opportunity to suggest darifications
and propose inclusons of hitheto excluded aspects of
democratic functioning in the five South Adan countries.

Case Study

Bdow isabrief synopss of the fourth case study done for the
SDSA project.

‘Local movements, political processes and transformation: a
case study of Bhaktapur Municipality’ has been written by
Suresh Dheka and Sanjeev Pokhard, both of whom take a
critical look a the functioning of democracy in Nepd using the
case of Bhaktapur.

At the very onset they write, ‘if democracy is to be considered an
environment which alows people to participate in the process of
socid and economic trandformation and for achieving socid
progress and prosperity, it can be said that Nepalese people have
not been able to experience democracy’. This is because no
government has thus far spent time ‘listening to the people about
their desires, choices and priorities. However the authors go on
to cite the case of Bhaktapur Municipdity, where the people
‘have edablished socid inditutions through which they discuss
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on and prioritize their choices, expectaions and knowledge as
pat of ther socd planning’. ‘By dudying the transformation of
the traditiond city of Bhaktapur the authors attempt ‘to
complicate and problematise the discourse on democracy’.

The people of Bhaktapur, were commonly believed to be dirty,
with no knowledge on how to manage ther waste, often
dumping it in public places and cregting an image of a city theat is
‘unchanging and ‘isolated’. Recently however, Bhaktgpur has
undergone a radical change from a fohor sahar (dirty city) to a
safa sahar (cleen city) and the authors atempt to carefully
examine the politicd and economic reasons, which led to this
change.

The safa movement in Bhaktapur was possble due to the
presence of the Communist Party of Nepa (CPN). The CPN
popularized the safa movement for it offered an opportunity to
goread the Communist ideology by locdly organizing the people,
during the autocratic Panchayat sysem when dl politica parties
and ther activities had been banned. The safa movement offered
the CPN an opportunity to engage in politicd activity without
fear of reprisal.

Besdes the safa movement, Bhaktapur has dso tasted success
with the Land Reform Movement (Bhumisudhar Andolan). The
implementation of land redidribution being spearheaded by the
Bhaktapur Municipdity; it led to the redigtribution of land to the
poor Jyapus and markedly improved their economic Stuation.

Another improvement to life in Bhaktapur was brought about by
the Bhaktapur Development Project. This project worked for 20
years and besdes heitage conservation, engaged in
infrastructure development such as in the condruction of roads
and toilets, aswdll.

3 Lokniti Newsletter ~ #16 /[ January 2005

L okniti: Programme on Compar ative Democr acy

The lagt twenty years has adso seen an increased participation of
the loca Jygpus in the Bhaktapur Municipdity. However the
movement that has won the highes accdam is the safai
movement, whose objectives have evolved into maintaning
public hedth and attracting more tourists to Bhaktapur.

Ancther activity the Bhaktgour Municipdity engaged in was
education. The CPN initiated the Non-Forma Education
Campaign with such podgtive results that the literacy rate was a
comparative high of 74% in 2001. One of the main reasons for
pushing for high literacy was for the implementation of the sfa
campaign itsdf. The safai of Bhaktgpur in turn is much linked to
atracting tourist as a Szable amount of the income of Bhaktapur
comes from tourism.

Suresh Dhaka and Sanjeev Pokharel aptly conclude the case
sudy by saying ‘it is therefore important for a program of socid
transformation to be compatible with the condraints and
opportunities faced by the people in their everyday lives. This is
wha motivates people to be both agents and beneficiaries of
socid changes. Hence, ‘grass-root paticipatory democracy’ -
builds on indigenous politica traditions, based on the tradition of
voluntarism and sdf-help, and a spirit that extols the committed
and tota involvement of dl the members of a community in the
formulation and implementation of policies for the community’s
welfare.

Events
A ‘Didogue on Political Parties in Indid is a series of events,

which are being held in different places of the country. The firgt
of these Didlogues was held a Hyderabad on 2" - 3™ December
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‘05. It was organized by IDEA, Lok Satta and Lokniti a the
Adminigrative Staff College of Hyderabad. Present a  the
Didogue were Lokniti State co-ordinators from the Southern
Sates of India, politicians from prominent political parties and
academiciansinvolved in political study and research.

Besides the numerous inputs by well known persondities like S
Pran Chopra and Justice Jeevan Reddy, the thrust of the two day
Didogue was on the broad issues of Paty dections, Interna
party processes, changing party sysems and politicd and party
reforms. In an effort to mull over these issues the participants
were divided into focus groups where they spent time locating
issues on their respective topics, current problems in the politica
system and offering possible solutions.

The plenary session threw up some interesting observations, such
as, that political parties no longer represent the aspirations of the
people, they lacked interna democracy and that ther
memberships were actudly fdling. On the other hand, it was
observed that newer and once marginalized groups like the ddits
were playing a grester role in the democratic processes of the
country. Much debated was the role of the judiciary and the
passing of numerous eectora legidations. Dr. Jaygprakash
Narayan, director of Lok Satta was of the opinion that even
though India had some of the best and most progressive dectord
legidations in the world, they were little known and not being
implemented. Both Dr. Narayan and Dr. Harsh Sethi argued that
there is excessve judicid and legiddive intervention, which is
actudly hindering rather than promoting a free democratic Spirit.
They argued that the solution lay in greater peoples participation,
this would bring about transparency and accountability among
political parties and democratize the politicd process in the
country.
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L ectures/ Talksand Seminarsgiven

Peter deSouza, lecture on ‘ Ddit discrimination and deeth:
thinking about acasein Goa , a Daulat Ram College,
29" November 2005.

Sanjay Kumar, paper presented on ‘India Represents a
case of Maturing Democracy’, a aconference on Asian
Political Cultures, organized by Shizuoka Asa- Pecific
forum, Grandship, Shizuoka, Japan, 2" to 4™ December
2005.

Sanjay Kumar, Panel discussion on ‘How Bihar Voted',
Seheed Bhagat Singh College, University of Delhi, 8"
December, 2005.

Sanjay Kumar, Four lectures on Survey Research
Techniques, Council for Socid Development, (CSD),
Lodhi Road, Delhi, 14™ -15™ December 2005.

Announcements

Lokniti is abuzz and its co-ordinators in 29 gtates of the
country are hard at with with the IBN-Lokniti survey
‘gate of the Nation’, watch out for the results on the 24'"-
25" January ' 06 on CNN-1BN.
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Suggested Reading Debates
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AdityaNigam, 2006, Thelnsurrection of Little Selves
The Crisis of Secular-Nationdism in India, Oxforc The topic for debate this month is, ‘Are politica parties
University Press, New Delhi representative of peoples aspirations or are they functioning
like alaw unto themsdlves .

%CUIar'nationdiS’n,. asthe h|tha't0rUI|ng |dmlogy of We rmua your opinionS, which will be mﬂaj in the next
the postcolonia Indian state and dlite, represents a newdetter.

specific, historicaly congtituted, ideological
configuration. The 1980s witnessed the explosion of
what isloosdly caled ‘identity politics and with it a
crissin the ideology. This book is the first to explicitly
With the emergence of new political assertions like
feminism and Dalit politics on the one hand, and therise Lokniti,

of Hindu nationalism and other sectarian tendencies on Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS)
the other, Nehruvian secular-nationalism revealed some 29, Rgjpur Road, Delhi — 110054, India.

of its deeply problematic features. Nigam argues that Ph: 91 11 23942199 Ext 333

moments of crises have revealed that its |atent Tdefax: 91 11 23831290

assumptions are fundamentally Hindu. Further, its quest TIT "

for a homogeneous national culture has led it, like other Email: lilliandcosta@lokniti.org
universalisms, to privilege the dominant and margindize
minority cultures.

The book takes a closer look at the phenomenon of the
‘opportunism’ of minority cultures— in the Indian NEXT ISSUE
context, the Ddlit and the Mudim-and suggests that this
might be the consequence of nationalism itself, The next issue of the Lokniti newdetter will be in February
especidly of postcolonid nationdisms. For it is 2006.

nationaism, which produces the ‘minority problem’ in
the first place. Therefore, the book suggests that thereis
aneed to think beyond the nation and conceive more
modern political communities.

Blurb
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