
0

Lokniti Newsletter          December 2006
(For Private Circulation only)

Photo Essay- World Social Forums: Platform for Democracy (1)
Photo Courtesy: www.flickr.com (posted on February 1, 2005)

From the Editor’s
Desk

ƒ Southern States Survey
ƒ NCERT Meeting
ƒ SDSA Dialogue
ƒ Suggested Reading
ƒ Seminars Attended
ƒ Articles Written

“ In the Line of Research…”
Contact Us



0

From the Editor ’s Desk-

Namaste!

With temperatures dipping and the
excitement of vacations soaring, I welcome
you to the last issue of Lokniti newsletter for
2006. The State of Democracy in South Asia
report was released on 4th December 2006
amidst high spirits and is the obvious choice
for our suggested reading section this month.
More on the function, in the next newsletter.
On the occasion of the golden jubilee of the
formation of the southern states CNN-IBN-
CSDS-Deccan Herald organized a survey in
the four states of south India. The Politi cal
Science textbook development committee of
NCERT met in Bangalore to discuss the
textbook on Indian Poli tics since
Independence. The Lokniti  Project Room
welcomes two new members Deepa Khakha
and Kinjal Sampat to its team, as research
assistants for the KAF-CSDS Youth Study
project.

This month’s photo-essay is on
World Social Forums, which provide a
Platform for Democracy. There is an
increasing need to have a public sphere for
different groups to raise their voices. The
World Social Forums (WSF) provide such a
platform. Since this forum is minimally
structured, it makes available spaces and
opportunities for a diversity of expressions
and democratic aspirations. The meeting of
marginal groups likes workers, peasants,
indigenous people, Dalits, women,
minorities, immigrants, students,
academicians artists etc. at such forums
results in strong regional social networking.
During such meetings, stereotypical
hegemonies are countered with alternative
ideologies. Overtime WSF has begun to
change the public agenda of discourse and
the unusual paradigms have attracted even
youth groups (resulting in Youth Social
Forums).

Though such movements and forums
cannot stop wars and other destructive
activities by nations, they have the abili ty to
generate public opinion, which prevents people
and countries from supporting such activities
and even pressurizes international
organizations and communities to impose
sanctions on defaulting nations.

For detailed information on Lokniti  and
the projects mentioned here, kindly log on to
our website http://www.lokniti .org.

Lokniti wishes all it s network members
and friends, a Merry Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.

- Best Wishes,
Reetika Syal

Southern States Survey-

On the golden jubilee of the formation
of the southern states on linguistic basis was an
effort to feel the social and cultural pulse of the
south. CNN-IBN-CSDS-Deccan Herald survey
of the southern states demonstrated that the
‘North’ and ‘South’ Indians, essentially share
the same worldview.

The questions were asked on multiple
identities of the people of the region (regional,
national), stereotypes of the North and South
people (intelli gence, li festyle) and corruption
levels in different parts of the country. How do
people in the south compare the development
indicators of education, health, employment
opportunities, safety and security etc. across 4
states?

Did you know that for 53 % of South
Indians living in South India, and 69% of
South Indians living outside South India, the
Indian identity is more important than their
regional identity; 47% of South Indians living
in South India and 77% of South Indians living
in the rest of India are of the opinion that South
Indians are more intelli gent. Southerners li ving
in South India are of the opinion that it is
easier to bribe off icials in South India.
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In terms of educational faciliti es, Kerala seems
to have the highest indicators whereas for
health, employment and Information
Technology, respondents have sided with
Karnataka to have the best faciliti es.

Language has always been an important
variable in the North-South relations, and it
emerged as an important integrating factor in
the survey. Several indicators of social
connectivity between north and south were
identified during the survey. The respondents
were questioned whether they would approve
their children marrying somebody from the
other region and a littl e less than one-third of
the South Indians living in the South were
totally opposed to it while close to half the
South Indians living outside South India show
their opposition to it. . Marriage as a social
connectivity tool is clearly not yet firmly
established. Responses to the preference of the
‘other’ region’s food revealed that 4 out of
every 10 south Indians living in south liked
north Indian food whereas more than half of
the non-southerners li ked south Indian food

The South has been witness to a high
degree of assimilation and integration. What
was considered to be contentious in the past
does not seem to really be reflected in popular
perception today - be it the role of language
(Hindi vs regional, English vs regional), the
attitude of the Centre and a host of other
indicators. The South as a region and each of
the four states as having clear identities are
today more integrated than at any moment in
the past. This is the success story of linguistic
states.

The survey was conducted in 114
locations across 15 cities in 7 states of India. In
each of the 4 states of the south (Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu)
interviews were held in 3 cities, besides the 3
cities of Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata. A total of
2585 respondents were interviewed using a
structured questionnaire during 10th – 13th

November 2006, with face-to-face interviews
at the residence of the respondents.

Sanjay Kumar of the CSDS directed the
survey and the field work was coordinated by
Pushkar Raj (Delhi), K.C.Suri (Andhra
Pradesh), K.M.Sajad (Kerala), B.S.Padmavathi
(Karnataka), Nitin Birmal (Maharashtra),
G.Koteshwara Prasad (Tamil Nadu) and Suprio
Basu (West Bengal). The team that designed,
coordinated and analysed the survey comprised
of Yogendra Yadav, Sandeep Shastri, Sanjeer
Alam, Praveen Rai, Himanshu Bhattacharya
and Kanchan Malhotra.

Photo Essay- World Social Forums: Platform
for Democracy (2)
Photo Courtesy:  http://electronicintifada.net

NCERT Meeting-

The textbook development committee
of NCERT met on 4th Nov 2006 at
International Aacdemy of Creative Learning (I
Act) Bangalore to discuss the textbook on
Indian Politi cs since Independence. This is the
first ever attempt to write a textbook on
contemporary politi cal history of India.
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Professors Yogendra Yadav, Suhas Palshikar,
Sandeep Shashtri, Ujjwal Singh, Alex M.
George and Pankaj Pushkar were present for
the meeting. It was decided by the committee
to develop a writing practice where the authors
do not make any judgment from their side and
present plain facts before the students for
independent analyses and further exploration.

Another subgroup has started work on
the issues that concern examination patterns of
the existing education systems of India. One of
the meetings of this group concentrated on the
pedagogical critique of the examination
patterns of CBSE schools. This group took up
the task of presenting an alternative structure
of question papers, which would not promote
the rote learning and would enhance various
critical and creative faculties in the students.
Prof. Yogendra Yadav, Anuradha Sen,
Meenakshi Tandan, Radhika Menon, Dr.
Suman Lata, M L Sahani, Manish Jain, Alex M
George and Pankaj Pushkar participated in this
sub group. Prof. Sandeep Shashtri led another
sub group with the assistance of Dr.
Padamavati and Bharni Dixit, which
contributed in the same process

Photo Essay- World Social Forums: Platform
for Democracy (3)
Photo Courtesy: www.flickr.com (posted on
February 1, 2006)

SDSA Bhubaneswar Dialogue-

Lokniti (CSDS) in collaboration with
the Calcutta Research Group (CRG), under the
State of Democracy in South Asia Project,
organized a two and a half day dialogue on “
Justice and Democracy in Divided Societies”
at Bhubaneswar, Orissa on November 20th

2006. The main objectives of this dialogue
were to explore the dynamics of social
divisions in contemporary South Asian
societies, to propose a possible agenda of
social justice in the context of divided societies
and to suggest policy alternatives in terms of
their bearing on democracy.

At the end of two and a half days of
fruitful exchanges and discussions, some
important ideas emerged. First, justice cannot
be subsumed in a law and a tension exists
between the two. We need to develop a more
plural map of legal sensibiliti es to ensure that
law approximates justice to a greater extent.
Second, specific dalit and women’s ideas and
visions of justice emerge because of the
marginaliti es that our democracies produce;
and in the context of emerging marginaliti es
justice becomes the animating concept guiding
the career of rights and obligations. Third,
perceptions of justice are always plural and
cannot be made homogenous, much though
concerns of law and administration would have
liked to see justice as a clear and a
homogenous concept. Finally, all societies are
divided in unequal measures. Social divisions
produce calls for justice; if societies and
politi es do not echo with calls for justice, it
means often that divisions are suppressed with
legal, cultural and ideological measures.
Justice indicates claims defying those
standardizing measures; it carries evolving
notions of rights, morality and different legal
sensibiliti es.
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Listed below are ten lessons that the
authors of the report have learnt.

1. There is widespread support for the
idea of democracy; but the support for
the institutional form of representative
democracy is not very deep in all the
countries of the region.

2. The South Asian cultures of democracy
provide greater room for struggles for
equali ty, well -being and dignity of all
citi zens but offer less space for rules or
institutions to guard against
majoritarian excesses.

3. Constitutional designs offer equal
politi cal citi zenship, but stop short of
embodying the substantive promise of
democracy found in popular
commonsense.

4. An elaborate set of institutions do exist
with formal autonomy, but in practice
they suffer both from erosion of
autonomy and low level of popular
trust, more so if the institution involves
public interaction.

5. A model of homogenous nation-state
and a growing majoritarian practice
serve to undermine the co-existence of
diversity and democracy.

6. Politi cal parties in South Asia generate
a high degree of participation and
popular identification; yet have been
unable to offer meaningful choices to
the voters or to be transparent and
democratic in their functioning.

7. Non-party organizations and
movements have fill ed the gaps left by
politi cal parties by giving voice to
issues and groups not attended to by
competitive politi cs, but their
functioning creates its own deficits of
representation, transparency and
accountabili ty.

“ In the line of Research…”

In this section you get the opportunity
to write about your current research
paper/project (preferably not more than 400
words) and get inputs from our readers for
suitable readings, objectives and other focus
points. Through this we hope to forge a link
between the various scholars who are working
on democracy and contribute to the knowledge
pool.

Suggested Reading-

SDSA Team, 2006, State of Democracy in
South Asia Report, Delhi, Oxford University
Press

Any report on the state of democracy in
South Asia will i nevitably attract some basic
questions. Is there a South Asia or simply as
Indian sub-continent? In what sense do we
have democracy in South Asia when one
region under military rule, another just limping
back from the clutches of monarchy, yet
another witnessed arguably its worst anti-
minority riots only a few years back; and one
more is in the grip of endemic civil strife on
the eve of its national elections. How do we
determine the state of democracy? What
criteria do we adopt? Is there a universal
definition, a yardstick of what it means to be
democratic?

Each of the dimensions
explored in the chapters of this report offers
something to cheer and something to worry
about and provides us with an occasion for
reflection. This report does not offer policy
prescriptions on how democracies in this
region can have a better future. It reflects on a
range of challenges and possibiliti es in this
region that lie ahead for democracy.
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8. Ordinary people in South Asia do not
feel as insecure in either absolute or
relative terms as everyone might have
feared, but there is littl e credit that
democratic or any other form of
government can take for this.

9. The experience of democracy has
shown that democracy can be built i n
societies that have not attained a high
level of economic growth or well -
being; at the same time it also shows
that democracies can continue to evade
the issue of poverty and destitution
even when the poor constitute a
majority.

10. The cultures, practices and institutions
of democracy have transformed the
people of South Asia from subjects to
citizens, as bearers of right and dignity,
but this gives rise to citizens’
expectations that most of our regimes
fail to meet.

The report seeks to shift the locus of
democracy discourse away from the global
North to ‘most of the world’ . The study de-
centres the dominance of the expert view, by
placing people at the center stage of the
assessment of democracy and foregrounding
popular commonsense. It draws on dialogues
with politi cal activists and a range of specific
case studies by experts and uses a broad
framework for a qualitative assessment of
democracy. By deliberately leaving the
meaning of the enquiry open-ended to
interpretation, there is an attempt to draw in the
reader, not as a passive recipient of our
judgments but as a co-participant in the
drawing of conclusion

Articles Written-

¾ Sanjay Kumar, Media and Election
Campaign: Does Campaign Influence
Politi cal Choices in India? Indian
Journal of Politi cs, Vol. XL No. 4,
October-December 2006

¾ Sanjay Kumar, Congress: Uneasy in
Uttaranchal, The Indian Express, October
23, 2006

¾ Kumar, Sanjay, India’s Maturing
Democracy, Inoguchi, Takashi and
Carlson, Matthew (eds.), “Governance
and Democracy in Asia” , Trans Pacific
Press, Melbourne, Australia, 2006

¾ Kumar, Sanjay, The New Alli ance made
the difference in Bihar, Roy, Ramashray
and Wallace, Paul (eds), “ India’s 2004
Elections Grass Root and National
Perspective, Sage Publication, New
Delhi, India, 2006

Photo Essay- World Social Forums: Platform for
Democracy (4)
Photo by: Lokniti
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Seminars-

¾ Prof Peter R. deSouza coordinated a
workshop with UNDP Bangkok to
discuss the drafts of the 8 country studies
on Electoral Violence and Conflict
Resolution Mechanism at Bangkok on
16th – 17th November 2006.

¾ Prof. Yogendra Yadav presented a paper
on reservation at the Summit of the
Powerless on 20th – 21st November 2006
at Dr. M.A Ansari Auditorium, Jamia
Milli a Islamia, New Delhi.

¾ Prof deSouza was a respondent at the
session on Reciprocal Knowledge at the
conference on India-Europe: Strategies
for Reciprocal Knowledge organized by
the International Transcultura Institute
and the Centre for Fine Arts in Brussels,
on 24th November 2006

Contact Us-

Lokniti,
Centre for the Study of Developing Societies
(CSDS)
29, Rajpur Road, Delhi- 110054, India.
Phone: +91-11-23942199,
Telefax: +91-11-23831290
Email: news@lokniti .org or reetika@lokniti .org

Next Issue-

What do you see in the photographs
through the Democracy Lens? Please send us
your inputs on the photo essay and newsletter on
or before 15th January 2007.

The next issue of the Lokniti  newsletter will be
published in January 2007.

Photo Essay- World Social Forums: Platform for
Democracy (5)
Photo Courtesy: www.flickr.com (posted on
January 8, 2006)

- 6 -


