L okniti: Programme on Compar ative Democr acy

Lokniti Newdetter

(for Private Circuiation)

# 3/ February 200€
IN THISEDITION:

‘State of Democracy in South Asia’
Case Studies

Projectsundertaken

When the tyrant has disposed of foreign enemies by ANNouncements
U

conquest or treaty, and there is nothing to fear from _ .
them, then he is always tirring up some war or other Articleswritten
1 5 g up Suggested Readings

in order that the people may require aleader. Debates
--- Plato

Editorid
Contact Us
Next [ssue

A Top
1 Lokniti Newsletter #3/ February 2006



EDITORIAL

Readers will find this months Lokniti Newdetter reporting on a
vaiety of issues To begin with the Lokniti office in Dehi has
been the hub of activity during the recently concluded CNN
IBN-Hindustan Times-CSDS ‘State of the Nation Poll’, which
threw up a host of intereding findings and got much media
coverage, both in the print media and the televison. Hope some
of you were able to catch the TV Erograms which were run for
three days from the 24" to the 26" of January. For those of you
who could not watch the programs, the findings of the survey are
posted and can be downloaded from the Lokniti website.

This newdetter carries an synopds on an interesing case study
done in Pekigan by Saba Gul Khattak on ‘Women and political
representations under military regimes. We would appreciate
your comments on the case study and volunteer to forward them
to the author.

The suggested reading section features the book, Votes and
Violence- Electoral Competition and Communal Riots in
India by Steven I. Wilkinson. Wilkinson has done a detaled
andyds of commund riots in the country and Specificdly
theorizes on the Hindu-Mudim riots. He agues tha far from
being spontaneous eruptions of anger, ethnic riots are often
planned by paliticians for aclear eectora purpose.

In the Debate for the month we would like your opinion on the

current  politicd gStuation  in Lain - Ameica  Even  while
dictatorships and military regimes threaten and suppress some
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regions of the world, Latin America is being swept by
contradictory winds, &fter a long struggle with oppressve
regimes, peoples power is findly ganing drength and
momentum. Do send us your thoughts and andyds on Ldin
Americato be published in the next newdetter.

There have been numerous occasons when members of the
Lokniti network have not receved the pdf attachment of the
newdetter due to some technical error. Should this happen to you
this month, pleese download the Newdetter from
http:/Avww.lokniti.org/lokniti_news.htm

With best wishes,

Lillian D’ Codta

‘STATE OF DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH ASIA’

The SDSA report continues to be in the stage of being written
and refined.

Case Study

Below isabrief synopsis of the fifth case sudy done for the
SDSA project.

The case study ‘Women and political representation under

military regimes has been done by Saba Gul Khattak of
Pakigtan. She points out the interesting fact that not only has the
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women's movement of Pekigan consstently collaborated with
the state but has aso made greater politica gains under military
regimes then under civilian led governments.

Pakigan has been resarving seats for women in Parliament since
1954 and the amount of reservations has only been growing
gnce. Presdent Generd Pervez Musharafs initigtive to grant
increased representation of women in Parliament and a the locd
level has led to the entry of more than 40,000 women in the loca
government and provincid and nationd parliament. ‘Such a large
presence’, points out the author, ‘has the potentiad to lead to a
radicd hift in women's politicd podtion and voice in the
country’.

The author then goes on to trace the roots of the women's
movement in Pekistan, which dince the 1950's ‘has voiced
demands for socidly acceptable rights and kept ‘away from
more radical issues that question the very sysem under which
their rights are usurped’. Many women activists however argue
‘that given the adverse circumgtances that women face, they try
to create a niche for themsdves anywhere they can’. Women like
Sheila Zia however argue tha reservations have prevented the
maingreaming of the politicd involvement of women. It has dso
been dleged that there is nepotism in the sdection process and
that the representation of women in the cabinet continues to
remain nomind.

Saba Gul Khattak then goes on to investigate possible reasons for
the military’s support and promotion of women's palitica rights.
One possble reason she says, could be the ‘Look-Good’
Syndrome. Tolerance for military regimes is dedlining and under
international  pressure it helps the regimes image to make
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symbolic gestures towards women and minorities. It dso makes
the regime look less autocrétic.

A second reason could be to ‘create a new support base’, among
women who ae a lagdy untapped politicad condituency.
Towards this end they have opened up the armed forces,
including the top rung leadership to women.

Thirdly, the military regimes have displayed a ‘higoricd support
to locd governance as it brings in a large number of people to
participate in the democraic processes of the country. This
breseks the hold of big politicians and it dso gives an opportunity
to awide section of people to find political expression.

Interegtingly, even while the militay regimes have seemingly
enhanced women’'s participation in governance, they have aso
gone to extraordinay extents to hinder ther politicd
participation when women attempted to rivad them. For example
Generd Ayub managed to get a fatwa issued agangt Fatima
Jnnah. Nusrat Bhutto and Benazir Bhutto aso had to face much

opposition.

The military regimes in Pakigan have leamnt much from their
British colonia counterparts and therefore women have been
well integrated as wives, teachers and doctors into the military
hierarchies. To make themsdves more acceptable, the military
regimes have been mindful to come across as progressive minded
and therefore not been made to wear pardah. However women
are expected to speak about women's welfare and not on politica
issues touching on democracy and systems of governance. Also
because the women entering politics through reserved seats are
not eected but hand picked it is obvious that they will not spesk
up againg the governmert.

A Top



ProjectsUndertaken

The Hindugan TimessCNN-IBN and CSDS through Lokniti
recently conducted a countrywide survey caled the ‘State of the
Nation Pall’. A team of over 500 researchers travelled across the
country and interviewed over 15,000 respondents, they sought
responses to an astounding variety of questions, ranging from the
choice of politicd party of the respondent to their opinion on
dating and Mudims.

The findings were more than a surprise. The Congress led UPA
government at the center seems to have increased its popularity
by 10% over the NDA. The Congresss higgest gains have come
from the urban voters, upper and dominant cagtes, and
minorities. Againgt popular perception, the survey shows that
should the Congress go to polls now, they would secure a
comfortable mgority.

This survey put to rest much media hype about the dl-pervasive
liberd atitudes sweeping India. That may well be true of atiny
metropolitan dite obsessed with onesdf, but when you look at
red India, it was found that only one-thirds manage to go beyond
matriculation, only 22 per cent read a newspaper every day and
only 8 per cent own any four-wheder, tractors included. In this
India, exposure to modernity does not mean liberd vaues.
Unlike the Weg, there is no generationd gulf, gender divide or
rurd-urban split here when it comes to family vaues. Three-
fourths of Indians, cutting across caste lines, were opposed to
inter-caste marriages. Even among the most highly-educated
professionals, the opponents of inter-caste marriage out
numbered the supporters. About the same proportion of Indians
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think that the parents, and not the boy and girl concerned, should
have the find say in the decison about marriage. A good 59 per
cent of the urban youth and 67 per cent of the rura youth aso
agrees with this propogtion.

In this survey, 42 per cent of the urban men below 25 supported
the ideathat unmarried boys and girls should be alowed to meet
fredy. But even among this most daring group the mgority
supports restrictions on this freedom. Three-fourth of the people
interviewed said that sons should settle with parents rather than
set up a separate household. Thereis very little urban-rurd,
gender or generationd difference on this question.On the
question of inheritance however they showed no conservatism.
Five out of the Sx Indians who had an opinion on this subject
agreed that sons and daughters should have equa share of
parental property.

The survey dso checked out popular perceptions about Mudims

and it was found that an increasing number of people seem to be
unknowingly faling prey to popular myths doing the rounds.
According to the latest Census, Mudims are 13.4% of the Indian
population. But when asked to guess the sze of the Mudim
population, only one in Sx persons came anywhere close to the
right answer. Three-fourths of the people highly overestimated
the Mudim population. A mgority of the people interviewed
gave a figure wedl &bove double the red populaion of the
Mudims. Mudims themsdves share this myth even more then
nonMudims and oveedimate ther own  population.
The loydty of Mudims to the country has long been suspect
however the survey found that dl but 2% of the Mudims sad
they were ‘proud’ or ‘very proud of being an Indian. A clear
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mgority of Mudims sad they ae fird an Indian and then a
Mudim.

Thanks to the US propaganda, this myth that ‘Idam is not
compatible with democracy’ has gone globa. Our survey once
agan proved wha many dudies dl over the world have
repeatedly asserted. Three-fourth of Mudims about the same
proportion as the Hindus, are firm in their rgection of any non
democratic aternatives.

Another popular myth is that Persond Law, is top on the Mudim
mind; they would defend it a any cost. But when asked about the
mogt important problem for the Indian Mudims, 69 % chose
livdihood issues as compared to only 4% who taked about
religious metters. An overwhdming mgority of Mudims, more
women than men, dsgpprove of the practice of polygamy as wel
asthe‘tripletdag’.

Governments, we are told, pander to the interests of Mudims.
The only trouble, of course, is that Mudims don't see it this way.
One out of every five Mudims interviewed in this survey sad
they had persondly faced discrimination on religious grounds.
The more educated and better-off Mudims experienced gredter
discrimination.

It is a secular myth that the Gujarat massacre has caused an
irreparable rift between Hindus and Mudims Thankfully the
Mudims do not agree. Only 13% Mudims fed that the rift
cannot be bridged, about the same fed that it made no difference
in the firg place. The largest number of Mudims fet Gujarat did
cause sious tensons, but now things are getting back to
normd.
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On nationdism, it was found that 97 % Indians fet 'proud or
‘very proud of being an Indian and this feding of Indianness
trumps over al other identities. People are proud of ther
languages and date identities, but when asked to describe
themsdlves, amgority say they are only Indians.

Nationdis leaders are dill the most powerful icons in our
country. When shown the photographs of some of the best-
recognized Indians of the last hundred years, Mahaima Gandhi
dill emerged on the top in populaity. Regarding the Indian
foreign policy more people wanted India to resst US hegemony.
Nor did they like the idea of India acting as big brother to its
andl neighbours and warted the country to pursue an active
policy of friendship with Pakigtan.
There is dill condderable pride in the Kargil victory and when
asked to name a moment of shame, an overwheming mgority
chose the farmers suicide. Clean drinking water for every Indian
is an overwhelming choice as the wish for country's future.
To read more on the survey visit our website
http:/Avwww.lokniti.org/recentsurvey.htm

Announcements

As mentioned in an earlier newdetter, Prof. Peter deSouza has
been appointed Chairperson of the Goa Knowledge Commisson
to prepare a Vison Document for the Government of Goa. In an
effort to be participatory, the Commission has set up awebste,
S0 asto enligt thoughts, opinions, suggestions and idess. Please
vigt the Ste at www.knowledgeforgoa.com and post your inputs.
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Suggested Reading

Wilkinson,Steven 1., 2004, Votes and Violence—Electoral
Competition and Communal Riots in India, Cambridge
University Press.

Why does ethnic violence break out in some places and not others?
More important, why do some governments try to prevent anti-
minority riots while others do nothing, or even actively encourage
attacks? In this book Votes and Violence — Electord Competition and
Commund Riots in India the author Steven 1. Wilkinson through a
detailed study of Hindu-Mudim riotsin India, as well as case studies of
Irdland, Maaysia and Romania argue that “... ethnic riots, far from
being relatively spontaneous eruptions of anger, ae often planned by
politicians for a clear eectoral purpose. They are best thought of as a
solution to the problem of how to change the salience and ethnic issues
and identities among the electorate in order to build a winning political
codition”

The author further elaborates how political competition can lead not
just to violence but to peace as well. The author demonstrates how
electoral incentives at two levels — the local constituency level and the
level of government that controls the police- interact to determine both
where and when ethnic violence against minorities will occur and more
importantly, whether the state will choose to intervene to stop it.

Mr. Wilkinson also discusses electora incentives at two levels interact
to explan both how and where violence bresks out and, more
importantly, why some states decide to prevent mass violence anc
others do not. While developing this electora incentives model, the
author shows why severa aternative explanations for ethnic violence -
focusing on town-level socia and economic factors, the weak capacity
of the Indian dtate, or Indias's aleged lack of “consociational power
sharing” — cannot explain the observed variaion in Hindu-Mudin
riots.
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Articleswritten

Sanjay Kumar, Rgjeeva Karandikar and Y ogendra
Yadav, Cong on aroll, says Poll, Hindustan Times,
24™ January 2006

Sanjay Kumar and Y ogendra Y adav, At heart, India
is still conservative, Hindustan Times, 25T January
2006

Sanjay Kumar and Y ogendra Y adav, Vel of afew
myths on Mudimsin India, Hindustan Times, 26"
January 2006

Sanjay Kumar and Y ogendra Y adav, Ignorance is
blissfor proud Indians, Hindustan Times, 27"
January 2006

Debates

On a ammer, Latin America has been making news the last
few months. People have developed a short fuse for politica
corruption and dictatorid regimes, and discovered a new
drength in numbers. Even as corrupt presdents are being
eased out and Latin America seems to be on a leftward
swving, many politicd andyds think this is the fird of a
drong chdlenge to the long held hegemony of the USA.
How do you assess the current politica Stuation unfolding
in South America? Send us your thoughts and andyss to be
published in the next newdetter duein March 2006
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CONTACT US

Lokniti,

Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS)
29, Rgpur Road, Delhi — 110054, India.

Ph: 91 11 23942199 Ext 333

Telefax: 91 11 23831290

Emal: lilliandcogta@l okniti.org

NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of the Lokniti newdetter will be in March 2006.
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