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Editor’s Note, 

I am happy to bring out the July 2008 issue of Lokniti Newsletter for timely circulation. I am 
also looking forward to expand the contents of the Newsletter in the forthcoming issues. Your 
comments and suggestions will be highly welcome.  ___________Rajiv Kshetri, Editor 

SECOND SUMMER SCHOOL 
 

The Indian Institute of Advanced Study (IIAS), Shimla, organized the 
Second Summer Workshop on Research Methodology: 
Analyzing Quantitative Data on Indian Politics in partnership with 
the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS) and the 
Center for South Asian Studies, University of Michigan from June 16 
to 29, 2008.  The workshop was inaugurated by Peter de Souza, 
Director of IIAS, Shimla. Professor Pradeep Chhibber of University of 
California, Berkeley and Professor Irfan Nooruddin of University of 
Ohio extensively trained the 24 participants in data analysis 
techniques using SPSS (Statistical Software for Social Sciences).  
The participants were trained to generate and manipulate data using 
descriptive and inferential statistical techniques ranging from cross 
tabulation to tests of significance and regression analysis.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professor Ashutosh Varshney of University of Michigan, Professor 
Suhas Palshikar of University of Pune, Mr. Sanjay Kumar of CSDS 
and Dr. Sandeep Shastri of International Academy for Creative 
Teaching trained the participants in survey design with a focus on 
questionnaire design and survey sampling. All the participants 
worked on a research question using the data analysis techniques 
learnt at the Summer School.  The data source was the National 
Election Study – 2004, post poll, which was conducted by CSDS. 
The workshop ended with a day-long paper presentation by all the 
participants. All the participants are expected to submit a paper 
based on the research question they worked on. 

IGNOU ODL Assessment 
Study - 2008 

 The report of IGNOU Open & 
Distance Learning (ODL) 
Assessment Study written by Sanjay 
Kumar and Praveen Rai was 
submitted to IGNOU last month. The 
study was conducted by Lokniti in 7 
states- Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, 
Bihar, Assam, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh & Gujarat. The Study was 
primarily a user centric study to 
assess the efficacy and 
sustainability of IGNOU’s interactive 
multimedia learning support system 
through teleconferencing and web-
based platforms utilizing Edusat and 
the Internet facilities. One of the key 
initiative of IGNOU’s interactive 
multimedia learning support exercise 
is regular teleconferencing sessions 
on various programmes at SIT 
centres. However it was felt in many 
quarters that the existing 
teleconferencing system is not being 
optimally utilized and the need of the 
hour is to make it more worthy and 
efficient. The study aimed at 
exploring and assessing the 
complete system of ODL with focus 
on teleconferencing sessions from 
its ends users and also from its 
various stakeholders. For a holistic 
assessment and Feed in of the 
entire ODL system, IGNOU slot in 
Doordarshan and IGNOU hour 
broadcast at Gyan Vani Radio 
stations for students learning was 
also reviewed and evaluated.   



 
 
 
 
 
       

PICTURES DURING SECOND SUMMER SCHOOL- 2008, IIAS, SHIMLA 
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RaaG-NCPRI-CSDS-TISS People’s RTI Assessment – 2008 

e’s RTI Assessment – 2008 is a joint study being conducted by Lokniti, CSDS 
tion with RaaG, NCPRI and TISS in 10 Indian states- Uttar Pradesh, 

tra, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, West Bengal, Gujarat, 
, Assam and Delhi. The study is an end user study to ascertain the efficacy 

 of Right to Information (RTI) by citizens of India as envisaged under RTI Act 
ed in the year 2005. The study aims at understanding the process of filing RTI 
s, the problems faced by citizens in filing application and bottlenecks in 

the required information under this Act. The study will focus on all stakeholders 
applicants, appellants, Principal Information Officer (PIO) and Head of 
ts to get a holistic assessment of its effectiveness and functioning. The urban 

t of the study would be conducted by Lokniti, CSDS.  
BLICATIOONS: 
ar, Lokniti State Co-ordinator-Punjab 

ase De Democracia Es La Democracia Mas Poblada Del Planeta?’ Vanguardia 
 Madrid, Special Issue on India, No.27, April-June 2008, 
njab Election: Exploring the Verdict', Journal of Punjab Studies, University of 
a, Santa Barbara, Volume 14, No 2, Fall 2007 
 Seminar, July 2008. SDSA Team (2008): State of Democracy in South Asia: A 
OUP, New Delhi 

Verma, Lokniti Co-ordinator-Uttar Pradesh (Centre), gave an internet radio talk on 
ocratic Politics in Uttar Pradesh on 18  June 2008 at 10.30 p.m. IST.  th

http://www.sasia.org/ html/brown_bag_radio.html)   
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I MEMBERS AND STATE COORDINATORS ARE REQUESTED TO WRITE TO THE EDITOR 
 DETAILS OF THEIR LATEST PUBLICATIONS AND ACTIVITIES SO THAT OTHER 
AN ALSO SHARE THE INFORMATION THROUGH THE LOKNITI NEWSLETTER. 
FEEDBACK/CONTACT US @ 
rogramme for Comparative Democracy 
the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS) 

29 Rajpur Road, Delhi - 110 054 India 
, 011-23942199 (Extension: 333). Fax: +91-11-23981012, 23831290 
il: lokniti@vsnl.com; kshetri.rajiv@gmail.com  
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