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FILL  BEFORE  STARTING  INTERVIEW

FILL  AFTER  COMPLETING  INTERVIEW

F1. Name of the city/town: ______________________________________________________

F2. Date of Interview: Date            / Month           / Year

F3. Time of starting the Interview:                 Hrs:                     Mins  am/pm

(Eg: 8:10 am will be 08 Hrs: 10 Mins : AM and 8:10 pm will be 08 Hrs: 10 Mins : PM)

F4. Name of the Investigator (Code Roll No.): ___________________________________________

F5. Name of the respondent: _______________________________________________

F6. Address of the respondent: _______________________________________________

(Give landmark if  R's house _______________________________________________

was difficult to locate) _______________________________________________

E1. Time of completing the Interview:   Hrs           Mins  (Code total time for completing
interview in minutes. Eg: If started at 8:10 AM and finished at 8:50 AM, total time taken is 40
minutes)

E2. Were there any other people immediately present who might be listening during the interview?
1. No one 2. Husband/wife 3. Children                     4. Parents
5.  In-laws 6. Small crowd 7. Others (Specify) _______

E3. Telephone number of the Respondent: _________________________________________

E4. Investigator's signature (Sign in box):

E5. Name of the Supervisor:_____________________________________________________

E6. Investigator's signature (Sign in box):

E7. Checked by the Supervisor:    2 Yes 1. No

 2    0   0    8

INTERVIEWER’S INTRODUCTION:

I have come from Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (also give your University’s reference), a social
science research organization located in Delhi. We are studying the opinion of people on issues related to
family life, and are interviewing thousands of people across the country. The findings of this interview will be
used for television programmes and in writing articles in newspapers. The name of the respondents interviewed
in this survey will be kept strictly confidential. The Survey is an independent study and is not linked with any
political party or government agency. Kindly spare some time for this interview and answer my questions, as I
need your active cooperation for making this study successful.

        Centre for the Study of Developing Societies
    29, Rajpur Road, Delhi-110054, India

 STATE OF THE NATION SURVEY
WAVE VI (AUGUST- 2008)

      State Code        City/Town Code   Class               Ward No.                               Res. No.
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INTERVIEW BEGINS:

B1. What is your age? (In completed years) ____________
B2. Gender: 1. Male 2. Female

B3. What is your marital status?
1. Married 2. Unmarried 3. Living with someone, but unmarried
4. Divorced/Separated 5. Widowed

B3a. (If 'Married', 'Divorced/Separated' or 'Widowed') How many sons and how many daughters do
you have?  Sons: _____________ Daughters: _____________ (If more than 9, please code
9. Code 0 if no children or unmarried)

B3b. Age of the eldest child: ___________; Age of the youngest child: ___________
B4. (If have children in B3a and age more than 50. Refer to B1) And do you have grandchildren?

2. Yes 1. No 9. NA

B4a. (If 'Yes') How many grandchildren do you have?
Grand sons: _____________ Grand daughters: _____________ (If more than 9, please
code 9. Code 0 if no grandchildren, no children or unmarried)

B5. What is the nature of your family - is it a nuclear family, joint family with siblings, joint family with
parents or a joint family with siblings and parents?

1. Nuclear family 2. Joint family with siblings
3. Joint family with parents 4. Joint family with siblings and parents

B6. (If 'Nuclear family') Where do your parents live - different locality in the same city/town or in
different city/town? 1. Different locality same city/town  2. Different city/town    8 D.K.    9. NA

B7. (If ‘Nuclear or Joint family with Parents’) Does any of your brothers or sisters (your father’s or
mother’s if respondent is unmarried) or your children (if respondent stays with married son or
daughter ) live in the same city/town? 2. Yes 1. No 9. NA

B8. (If ‘Joint family with Parents or siblings’) Do all of you share a common kitchen?
2. Yes 1. No 9. NA

B9. (If 'Joint family with Parents or siblings') How often does your family do the following together:
     Every day    Once in a week Once in a while  Never     N.A.

a. Eating together at home        1               2 3        4         9
b. Watching Television        1               2 3        4         9
c. Performing religious ceremonies together     1                2 3        4         9

B10. (If ‘Joint family with Parents or siblings’) How often does your family do the following together:
       Once in a month   Once in 6 months  Once in a year   Never  N.A.

a. Going out for movies in a theatre         1 2 3         4      9
b. Going out to restuarent/hotel           1 2 3         4      9
c. Going outstation for holidays           1 2 3         4      9

Q1. In your opinion, what is the ideal age of marriage for girls?
1. Below 18 years 2. 18-21 2. 21-25 3. 25-30
4. More than 30 5. Depends, there is no ideal age 8. No opinion

Q2. And what about boys, what is the ideal age of marriage for boys?
1. Below 18 years 2. 18-21 3. 21-25 4. 25-30
5. More than 30 6. Depends, there is no ideal age 8. No opinion

DEFINITIONS:
4. Joint family with siblings and parents = Married couples with brothers or sisters of husband

      or wife and parents of husband or wife.
3. Joint family with parents    = Married couples with parents of husband or wife.
2. Joint family with siblings    = Married couples with brother or sister of husband or wife.
1. Nuclear family    = Married couples with or without children.
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Q3. Ideally how many children should a family have? __________ (Record exactly)

Q4. (If Unmarried) Would you like to have your children?       2. Yes 1. No     9. NA

Q5. In your opinion, who should take the primary responsibility of bringing up children - father or
mother? 1. Father 2. Mother 3. Both 8. Can't say/No opinion

Q6. Now I will read out two statements on various issues. Tell me, do you agree with statement one (1)
or statement two (2)?

Q7. Some people feel that it is always helpful to consult their parents and learn from their experience,
while some feel that sometimes it can be somewhat helpful to consult them. Others feel that it is
never helpful to consult parents as times have changed and they do not understand the problems of
their children's times. What is your opinion?

1. Always helpful 2. Sometimes helpful 3. Never helpful 8. No opinion

Q3

Q4

Q5

Q6a

Q6b

Q6c

Q6d

Q6e

Q6f

Q6g

Q6h

Q7

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 a. 1. There is nothing wrong in men and
women living together in the same house
without being married.

2. Living together of a man and a women
should be accepted only if they get married.

 b. 1. Once married a couple must stay
together even if they are basically
incompatible.

2. If husband and wife are incompatible, there
is no harm in getting a divorce.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 c. 1. There is nothing wrong in sex before
marriage as long as it is based on
consent.

2. Sex  should take place only between a
married couple.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 d. 1. If children are working it is good for
parents to live with them and help in
bringing up their grandchildren.

2. It is unfair for children to expect their
parents to bring up their grandchildren as it
reduces their status.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 e. 1. If a married child decides to seperate
and take a divorce, parents should  not
interfere in his/her decision.

2. If a child wants to take a divorce, parents
should try their best to make them
understand and avoid seperation.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 f. 1. If parents decide to seperate and take a
divorce, children should understand and
support their decision.

2. If parents wish to divorce children cannot
be expected to support them because it is
very embaressing and trumatic for them.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 g. 1. Marraige is sacred, and if any partner
becomes disloyal there is no option but
to end the relation..

2. At times people do stray away, and even if
a partner becomes disloyal, one should
negotiate and carry on the relation.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 h. 1. Smoking and drinking is bad for
everyone, but married wonam should not
smoke and drink in any case,

2. If smoking and drinking is bad, it is equally
bad for both men and woman.
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Q8. Some people feel that parents should be less demanding as these days life is very busy and children
are always stressed out, while others feel that no matter how stressed children are, it is their re-
sponsibility to attend to their parents. What is your opinion?

1. Parents should be less demanding 2. It is fine if parents are demanding 8. No opinion

Q9. Now I am going to read out a few statements to you. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree
with them? (Probe further whether R is 'fully' or 'somewhat' agees or disagrees)

  Agree               Disagree        DK
          Fully      Somewhat    Fully     Somewhat

a. Life is incomplete without children 1 2 3 4 8
b. Family may or may not have daughter

but it must have a son 1 2 3 4 8
c. Life is incomplete without marriage 1 2 3 4 8
d. It is the resonsibility of children to financially

support their parents when they start earning 1 2 3 4 8
Q10. I am going to read a few opinions about the way families should be organised these days. Please

tell me which of these you feel closest to? (Read out answer categories 1 to 4)
1. Parents and children should always live together in a joint-family.
2. If space is a less, there is nothing wrong in parents living seperatley from married children.
3. Parents should live close to their children, but in a different house.
4. Whether there is space or not, it better that children and parents live seperatley.

8. No opinion
Q11. If you got one crore (1 Crore) rupees, what is the first thing you will like to do with it? (Record

exact answer and consult  codebook for coding) _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Q12. I will read out few statements about your income. Please tell me, which one of the following
statement is closest to your situation?
1. Our income covers the needs well, we can save
2. Our income covers the needs all right, without much difficulty
3. Our income does not cover our needs, there are difficulties
4. Our income does not cover our needs at all            8. No Opinion

Q13. Imagine a ladder with 10 steps (Show Card). At step one stand the poorest people and on step 10
stand the richest people. Where would you stand? _____________

Q14. There is quite a bit of talk these days about different social classes. Some people say they belong
to the upper class, others say they belong to the middle class, yet others say they belong
to the working class.  Now thinking of people like you, to which class would you say you belong?

1. Upper class 2. Middle class   3. Working class 8. Can't say

Q15. And ideally where would you like to go for a vacation - to a tourist spot in India, for a pilgrimage
or somewhere outside India?

1. Tourist spot in India      2. For a pilgrimage 3. Outside India
7. Others (Specify) ________      8. Can't say

Q15a. (If Outside India) Which country would you like to visit? (Record exactly and use codebook for
coding) ______________________________________ 99. NA

Q16. If a beggar asks you for money, what do you genreally do - you give some money, you simply
ignore him, or you stricly ask him to go away?

1. Give some money 2. Ignore 3. Ask to go away 8. DK
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Q17. Now I am going to read out few thing. Please tell me if you own them. (If 'No') Do you plan to
acquire them in the near future? Yes No Q18.(If 'No') Yes      No       Can't say NA

a. Car 2 1 2 1 8 9
b. Scooter/motercycle 2 1 2 1 8 9
c. Mobile phone 2 1 2 1 8 9
d. Computer 2 1 2 1 8 9
e. I-Pod 2 1 2 1 8 9
f. Credit Card 2 1 2 1 8 9

Q19. Now I will read out two statements on various issues. Tell me, do you agree with statement one (1)
or statement two (2)?

Q20. (If Married. Refer to B3) Do you and your spouse both go out for work?
   2. Yes 1. No 9. NA

Q20a.(If Yes) When both you and your spouse are out for work, who looks after your children?
   1. Parents/in-laws 2. Other relatives 3. Domestic help/Maid
   4. Neighbours 5. We take them along 6. They are on their own
   7. Others (Specify)____________ 9. NA

Q21. (If Married) Did you have a love marraige, or was your marraige arranged by your family?
1. Love marraige 2. Arrange marraige 8 D.K. 9 N.A.

Q21a. (If love marraige) Looking back at your married life, would you say that having a love marraige
was the right thing to do, or do you feel that an arranged marraige would have been equally good?

1. Love marraige 2. Arranged marraige 8. Can't say 9. NA

Q21b. (If arranged marraige) Looking back at your married life, would you say that having an arranged
marraige was the right thing to do, or do you feel that you should have chosen your spouse?

1. Arranged marraige 2. Chosen spouse 8. Can't say 9. NA

Q22. (If unmarried. Refer to B3) Do you have a boyfriend/girlfriend?      2. Yes  1. No   8 D.K.     9 N.A.

Q23. (If Yes in Q22 or Married) Now I am going to read out a few things. please tell me to what extent
do you  trust your partner when it comes to these issues - very much, somewhat, not much or not
at all? Very much    Somewhat    Not much  Not at all    DK N.A.

a. Giving you emotional support. 1 2 3 4 8  9
b. Being loyal to you. 1 2 3 4 8  9
c. Standing by you in times of crisis. 1 2 3 4 8  9
d. Sharing parental responsibilities. 1 2 3 4 8  9

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 d. 1. One should always give some portion of
income to the poor and less fortunate.

2. Everyone earns for themselves, and it is
foolish to give away ones hard earned money.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 a. 1. One should be satisfied with whatever
one gets in life because it is decided by
destiny.

2. One should work hard to achieve more,
because it is not destiny but ones work
which gets people what they deserve.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 b. 1. In todays world maney is all that matters. 2. Running after money takes away happiness
and mental peace.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second 8. No Opinion

 c. 1. Even if you have money it is better to
live modestly and not show your wealth

2. If you have the money, there is no harm in
spending on a good lifestyle and letting people
see it.
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Q24. (If Married) If you had to marry again, will you marry your husband/wife?
2. Yes 1. No 8. Can't say 9. NA

Q25. Now I am going to read out a few statements that we often hear. People say these things about the
differences between the older and younger generation. Thinking about your own family, please tell
me whether you agree or disagree that the younger generation is ...? (Probe further whether R is
'fully' or 'somewhat' agree or disagrees)  Agree               Disagree         DK

          Fully  Somewhat         Fully  Somewhat
a. More materialistic than the older generation. 1 2 3 4 8
b. More willing to treat women eaqually. 1 2 3 4 8
c. More self-centred. 1 2 3 4 8
d. Smarter in dealing with the world. 1 2 3 4 8
e. Less hypocratical. 1 2 3 4 8
f. Enjoys much more freedom from their parents. 1 2 3 4 8

Q26. I am going to read out a few things that people often need. Please tell me, if you ever need them,
on whom would you depend most on - spouse, children, parents, relatives, friends or neighbours?

Spouse     Children    Parents   Relatives  Friends   Neighbours   Can't say

a. Emotional support. 1 2 3 4 5 6 8
b. Medical emergency. 1 2 3 4 5 6 8
c. Financial support. 1 2 3 4 5 6 8
d. Physical security. 1 2 3 4 5 6 8

Q27. In an ordinary week, how regularly do you read the newspaper - daily, 5-6 times a week, 2-4 times
a week, once or twice or never?
1. Daily 2. 5-6 times in a week 3. 2-4 times in a week
4. 1-2 days 5. Never 8. Cant say

Q28. In an ordinary week, how regularly do you listen to news on radio - more than once a day, once
a day, 5-6 times a week, 2-4 times a week, once or twice or never?
1. Once a day 2. More than once a day 3. 5-6 times in a week
4. 2-4 times in a week 5. 1-2 days 6. Never            8. Can't say

Q29. In an ordinary week how regularly do you watch news on TV - more than once a day, once a day,
5-6 times a week, 2-4 times a week, once or twice or never?
1. Once a day 2. More than once a day 3. 5-6 times in a week
4. 2-4 times in a week 5. 1-2 days 6. Never            8. Can't say

ASK ONLY IF R HAS CHILDREN. Refer to B3a
Q30. Now I am going to read out a few things that take place between children and parents. Please tell

me how often have you done them with your children -  many times, sometimes,  once or twice or
never? Many times    Sometimes   Once or twice   Never      NA

a. Told them stories. 1 2 3 4 9
b. Hugged or kissed them. 1 2 3 4 9
c. Hit them. 1 2 3 4 9
d. Took them out to play with them. 1 2 3 4 9

Q31. To what extent does your children's opinion matter in taking important family decisions - to a great
extent, somewhat, not much or not at all?
1. To a great extent 2. Somewhat 3. Not much 4. Not at all       8. Can't say    9 N.A.

Q32. Whose help did you take in bring up your children - your parents. in-laws, siblings, relatives,
friends, neihbours or paid help from a maids?
1. Parents  2. In-laws       3. Siblings    4. Relatives         5. Friends
6. Neighbours  7. Paid help (maid/servants)     8. No one    9. Others (Specity) _______   0 N.A.
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Q33. Would you say that you know your children's friends personally, you know them only by name, or
you do not know who your children's friend's are?
1. Know personally 2. Know by name 3. Do not know them 8. Can't say  9 N.A.

Q34. Now I will read out two statements on various issues. Tell me, do you agree with statement one (1)
or statement two (2)?

Q35. Now I am going to talk about certain situations in which children often get into.  If you found out that
your child was in any such situation, please tell me how would you react - will you ignore it and take
it normally, will you try to understand your child and council her/him, or will you get dissapointed
and angry?    Ignore        Council        Angry         Can't say     N.A.
a. If you found out that your child has an affair.         1 2    3    8            9
b. If your child starts smoking.                                  1 2    3    8            9
c. If you found out that your child drinks.                   1 2    3    8            9
d. If your child neglects his study.                              1 2    3    8            9

Q36. (If R has children) Do you live with your children, or do they live seperately?
1. Live with children 2. Live seperately 8 D.K. 9. NA

Q36a. (If 'Live seperately') Do your children live in the same city, in another city of India or abroad?
1. Same city 2. Another city of India 3. Abroad 8. D.K. 9. NA

Q36b. (If 'Live in the same city') In an ordinary week, how regularly do your children come to visit you
- daily, 5-6 times a week, 2-4 times a week, once or twice or once in few weeks?

1. Daily 2. 5-6 times in a week 3. 2-4 times in a week
4. 1-2 days 5. Once in few weeks 8. Can't say 9. NA

Q36c. (If Live 'in another city' or 'abroad') How regularly do your children come to visit you - once a
month, once in three months, once in six months, once in a year or once in few years?
1. Once in a month 2. Once in three months 3. Once in six months
4. Once in a year 5. Once in few years 8. Can't say 9. NA

Q37. (If R has grandchildren. Refer to B4) Looking at the relationship your children share your with
grandchildren, would you say that the generation gap between them is wider than what it was
between you and your children, its similar, there is a generation gap, but not as wide as it was
between you and your children, or would you say that there is no generation gap between your
children and grandchildren?
1. Wider generation gap 2. Similar generation gap
3. Not as wide as it was between us 4. No generation gap   8. Can't sat/DK 9. NA

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second          8. No Opinion 9 N.A.

 a. 1. Parents should take the responsibility of
teaching their children on their own.

2. These days it is not important for parents to
teach their children as professional tutors
are do a good job.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second          8. No Opinion 9 N.A.

 b. 1. Parents need to be strict with children
as it is their responsibility to discipline
them.

2. Being strict with children is an old way of
thinking. Parents should treat children as
their friends.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second          8. No Opinion 9 N.A.

 c. 1. It is neccessary for parents to pressurise
children to do well in life because it is
for the child's benifit.

2. Parents should not put pressure on children
because it is always better for children to
decide what they want to do in life.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second         8. No Opinion 9 N.A.

 d. 1. It is not appropriate for parents to openly
talk to their children about issues such
as sex.

2. Parents should talk openly about sex
because children need to be educated on
such issues as well.

ASK ONLY IF AGE MORE THAN 60. Refer to B1

Q33

Q34a

Q34b

Q34c

Q34d

Q35a

Q35b

Q35c

Q35d

Q36

Q36a

Q36b

Q36c

Q37



8Centre for the Study of Devloping Societies (CSDS), 29 Rajpur Road, Delhi-110054. Ph: (011) 23942199

Q38. (If R has both Son and daughter. Refer to B3a.) Overall who takes more care of your day-to-day
needs, your son or your daughter?

1. Son   2. Daughter 3. Both 8. Can't say 9. NA

Q39. I am going to read out a few things. Please tell me do you feel dependent on your children for them.
(If Yes) Do you ever feel that your children neglect you when it comes to giving you...?

Yes No    NA   Q40. (If Yes) Yes      No       DK    NA

a.  Emotional support.  2  1      9          2       1       8    9
b.  Time to talk and share your feeling.  2  1      9          2       1       8    9
c.  Money.  2  1      9          2       1       8    9

Q41. To what extent do you think your opinion matters in taking important family decisions - to a great
extent, somewhat, not much or not at all?

1. To a great extent 2. Somewhat 3. Not much 4. Not at all       8. Can't say 9 N.A.

Q42. Now I will read out two statements on various issues. Tell me, do you agree with statement one (1)
or statement two (2)?

Q43. I am going to read out a few things. Looking back at the way you broungt up your children please
tell me how often do you feel that you should have brought them up differently -  regularly, some
times, once in a while or never? Regularly    Sometimes   Once in a while   Never    NA

a. Gave them more attention when they were young. 1 2 3 4 9
b. Gave them more exposure and education. 1 2 3 4 9
c. Gave them more financial recources. 1 2 3 4 9
d. Never scolded them. 1 2 3 4 9

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second        8. No Opinion 9 N.A.

 a. 1. Though a person gives the entire life to
the family, after a certain age it is friends
who really stand by you for support.

2. Though friends are important at all stages
of life, it is family which provides the ultimate
support.

1. Agree with first              2. Agree with second        8. No Opinion 9 N.A.

 b. 1. It would have been better if you would
have saved money for your old age
instead of spending it on your children.

2. Parents work and earn for their children,
and there is no regret about spending all the
wealth on them.

P.T.O. AND GO TO BACKGROUND DATA
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B11 Till what level have you studied _____________________ (Record exactly and consult
code book)

B11a Till what level have your father and your mother studied
Father ___________________________ Mother ________________________

B12 What is your main occupation ____________________ (Record exactly and consult code
book & if retired, try to ascertain his/her previous occupation)

B13. What is your religion?
1. Buddhist 2. Christian 3. Hindu

4. Jain 6. Muslim 7. Sikh

8. Others (Specify)_________________

B14.   What is your Caste/Jati-biradari/Tribe name? (Probe further, if Respondent  mentions ambigu

ous surname) ______________________________(Consult state code book, or master list)
B14a. And what is your caste group? (Ascertain and consult SC/ST/OBC list for the state)

1. Scheduled Caste (SC) 2. Scheduled Tribe (ST)

3. Other Backward Caste (OBC) 4. Other

B15. What is your mother tongue? ________________ (Consult code book for coding)

B16. Type of house where R lives (own or rented)
1. House/Flat/Bungalow with 4 or more bedrooms 2. House/Flat with 3 or 4 bedrooms

3. House/Flat with 2 bedrooms (With kitchen and bathroom) 4. House/Flat with 2 Pucca rooms (With kitchen)

5. House/Flat with 2 Pucca rooms (Without kitchen ) 6. House with 1 Pucca rooms (With kitchen)

7. House/Flat with 1 Pucca rooms (Without kitchen ) 8. Mainly Kutcha house

9. Slum/Jhuggi Jhopri/fully Kutcha

B17. Do you or your family own the following? Yes            No

a.  Car/Jeep/Van 1 0

b. Scooter/Motorcycle/Moped 1 0

c. Colour or B/W Television 2 colour   1 B/W 0

d. CD/DVD Player 1 0

e. Fridge 1 0

f.  Microwave 1 0

g. Computer 1 0

h. Telephone/Mobile Telephone 1 0

i.  Air conditioner 1 0

j.  Air cooler 1 0

B18. Total monthly household income? (In Indian rupees) ____________________________

BACKGROUND DATA

B11
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